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What To Do When You Get Your Trees

1. Check Your Order

Please look over the tree order and contact us immediately if you think anything may be     
unsatisfactory. All packages should be opened, inspected, and cared for within 12 hours of 
receipt.
2. Pre-Planting Care

For best results, the trees should be planted within 1-2 days after receiving the shipment.

If this is not possible, place the trees in cold storage (36-45° F) until you are ready to plant 
them (should be within one week of receipt). If cold storage is not available, find somewhere 
that is cool, dark, and out of the wind, such as a shed or barn.

3. Planting

a.)  For bare-root trees, soak the tree roots for 2-5 hours. Place the trees out of direct wind 


and sunlight while soaking. Then take the trees to already prepared planting holes and 


plant at least 1/3 of the tree below ground. For example, if planting a 6-foot tree should 


plant at least 2 feet of it below ground. 
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b.) For poles, soak the portion of the trees that will be planted below ground for 4-12 hours. 


Keep the poles out of direct wind and sunlight while soaking. Then take the trees to their 


desired planting locations and plant the trees, with at least 40% below ground. For 


example a 5-foot pole should be planted at least 2 feet below ground. Thoroughly water 


around the base of the trees.


c.) For cuttings, soak them for 4-12 hours. Keep them out of 

direct wind and sunlight while soaking. The diagram to 

the right shows how to plant cuttings. Be sure to leave 

one bud showing and to have the buds pointed up. 


Thoroughly water around the base of the cuttings.
4. Post-Planting Care

Once the cutting, pole, or bare-root tree has been planted, it is essential to continue to care for the tree throughout the rest of the first growing season and subsequent years. In particular, make sure the trees have sufficient water, either by rainfall or irrigation. The following links provide detailed information about tree care:

Iowa State University Extension


http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/PM1677.pdf

North Dakota State University


http://www.ext.nodak.edu/extpubs/plantsci/trees/h531w.htm
